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SUBJLECY:  Communist Military ans Feonomic Ald to North Vietnam,
19070-1974%*

LR

1. 7The Intelligeunce Community has boen requustud.Fg.ust%—
mate the amounts of Communisl aid deliymred to ﬁgfth:VLu&namtlgie]
the years 1970-1974, uging current Us QOl?ar.C?SFE_UF thu Tﬁoe_ .
and services provided {sce Table j). It is lmPO{qu;'vo“f?%ogt
nize that the Intelligence Community's QStlmatu-u“'tﬁli—bdiJAJ—
is not cguivalent Lo -- and hence not compugqb}g W? G'wtna% %or
propriations for military and economic aid to South Vie '
the following reasons:

(a) on the matter of accuracy, our informat}op ?n-mui%%ilian
Vietnam has always been incomplete, although'coYur?qS U“ng Liian
inports Ls subbtautially.bcttoilthat igiqmﬁi;t?aitﬁir'ij{Fod zn-
dc 51 the Us presence in soutkneast a hi urther Lumted
igzgi:énce collictiun capabilitics in thg area;.g? tﬂik tzx;;gt
information on North Vietnam is less cqmprethJLvL\ivz mi]itary
formerly. Tn particular, Qn the gquestion OfﬁLQTNSL ;“UW Qu Y
aid, our information bﬂSC‘LS very spgtFy. HL?%L qddLUQL we ar
seciny ovnly part of the picture on m;tha;ywalg,cln " Or;or'
mates for the part we cannot sec have a wide marg )

(L) Military aid to North Vietnam is fOCUS?S“ODbmdtﬁilgim—
required for the typé¢ of military qcp;on'uquEEg\;Qtaiké 0 o
munist forcces in South Vietnam == lic.,.§e ?f g“ Aok i tary
redoubt arcas at times and placos.gﬁ tbu%r %{gig?. milsion ta
aid to south Victnam supp%rts a %jf;?run&aﬁgélag;{cuilural
C o fonse of scattered communitles, ge ac . .
;;Zéé'dzid“;inuu of communication, 91?$~?Q?Cleg‘iﬁﬁ i;tggorce
ment of local foreos alter Communist attack. g 2

[ JoTntl ' s central In-
L oo oldim fas e prepa ped jointly by the 1 ral L
at o Mot 2t ly M M ! Ly ‘ N : o .
“7'f‘ s Agency wid the Defonse Intelligenee Aganei, g’
comarared i Jz .2“" Burcau o) Intelligence and Neveaprei, Pe-
concurred in by tie : . ;
partment of Gtata.

[MORI/CDF per C05135167] . "
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foreces for the diftforent, missions ditfor in size, so do thelr
requirements for assist e . Phroughout the war, South Viet-
nam's torces have been voughiy twice the size of North Victnan's
forces in the Soutl, primaci by because the migsions ol Gouth
Victnog s tovecn e peotect fang pepubat bonand holding ey i-
tory —— bhave reanivod o mnch Lars o and widely o spoersed mili-
tary struacture.

() The GUN has thereforeealso required a combat aly force
and an ability to vodeploy forees rapidly by ground and air
transport.. Thus, the types of cquipment supplicd to south Viet-
nam by the US have beon wore sophisticated and therefore more
expensive than those required.by llanol.  South Vietnam also re-
quires considerably more logistic support.

(d) Tn addition, shippiog, overhcead, and other support
costs of military aid to the GVN are substantially more than
support costs of Communist aid to North Vietnam becausc of the
greater distance involved and other tactors. (See Table 1T at annex. )
2. Several conclusions may nonethbeless be drawn with re-
spect Lo levels obf military and cconumic assistance to North
Victnam from 1970 through 1974, )

(2) Total Communist military and economic aid to North
Vietnam in 1974 was higher (in current dollars) than in any
previous yoar. '

(b) The suspension of US air bombardwent in North Vietnam
at: the beginning of 1973 brought about a large decrease in as-
sistance for defense against such bombardment or te replace
losses causad by it 4e.g., air defense equipment, missiles,
trucks, ota.). '

(¢) The Us disengagement trom combat and the reduction in
the level of hostilities in South Vietnam in 1973 were reflected
in a substantial decrease in the amount of ammund tion and ground
force equipnent received by North Vicetnam, compared with 1972,

() ITn 1974, the delivery of ammunition €o Nanwi markedly
increcased over 1973 and jcached o level as high as that of
1972*%, although deliverics of ground force equipment continued
at relatively low levels.

A fhe dollav flgue. shown in Lhe toblo pfor ammevition deliveries
in 1974 <a consideprably higher than that for 1974, bt ton-
nages were ebout the came. Inflation of ammuniticn prices
explaing the difference.

R
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() Boonomio aid wos connneed in 1972 with the closure of
orth Viewnamese ports, it owitih thelr reopening rose sharply
vt LT and reached o et bevel dn 1974 The oconomie aid

NN NIR L T was tnrt e s vod b typhoouns whoieho danieged
Cite L9973 North Vietnoame:s ot i rice harvest, thoe intlation

of doliar vatlues in 19274, and the incveasoed pace of reconstruc-
tion during 10,4,

.,

3.0 The figures leading Lo the above conclusions are
shown in Table 1. 7They give a rough order of magnitude of
Comuuniist militavy assistance Lo dorth Vietnam and a somewhat
more procine indication ol edonomic ald. Within the catcegory
SE military assisbtance, the estimatoes of deliveries ol equlp-
ment and taboriel (5279 million in 1v74), as well as the esti-
mate for transportation cguipment (525 wd llion in 1974), are
fairly +oud.  Even a more complete data base would produce
cotimates of tho sowe roelative mognltuadoe. This is not true,
however, for thosc 1tems isted under the "other military=-
relatoed support” heading, where the lack of hard data makes
our cstimaleos subject to widev marging of error.

4. 1t should also be noted that in the final analysis
what is sionificant. is aut so wmach the level of military as-
sistance bul the relative balonce of forces on the battleficld
in south Vietoan.  Nortn Vietnoamese forees in South Victnam,
supported by record stockpiles ot wilitary supplies, arc
sLronqger today than they have cver Leon.  The Communists are
expectod to sharply increase the tempo of the fighting in the
next fow months.  Given thie present military balance in the
south, the GVN's foycees ?lil not be decisively defeated during
the current dry scason. it currenl.ly appropriated levels of
US military assistance, however, the level of combat ‘that we
anticipate in the next fow months will place the Comnunists
in a position of signit icant advantage over the South viet-
namesce forcees in subsodguent _f'i(jilf.'.illtj‘_.’_)

*
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: TABLE I

- EST IMATED COMMUNTOT MILLITARY AND ECONOMIC
AGS LSTANCL TQ HORTH VIETNAM

Million Current US$Q/

7o 1971 1972 1973 1974B/

ITARY S05 0 3 7500 330 400
rilitary bouipment and Materiel 140 240 565 230 275
Arlr Defense Equipnent ' T 20 85 30 100 55
Ground Forces BEquipment }) 80 110 40 45
Ammunition 70 60 130 85 170¢/
Other S 5 15 15 5 5
f1ilitary Transportation Equipment 20 15 30 35 25
(Trucks, helicopters, transports)
yther Military-related Supportﬂ/ 45 60 . 155 65 100
(Delivery and packaging costs, -

Spare parts, POL for the mili-
tary, Technical Assistance and
Training, Medical Supplics)

ONOMIC 735 755 465 670 1,295
Commodity Shipments€/ 635 645 360 540 1,145
Food : ' 65 60 80 170 420
Fertilizer 10 15 5 5 25
Petroleum g 10 10 5 15 55
Machinery, Transport Bguipment, 240 175 125 165 345
& Metal Products ' .
Other 310 385 145 185 300
Technical Assistance 100 110 105 130 150
(Includes cost of foreign
technicians in NVN and NVN
trainees abroad)
OTAL OF ESTIMATED COMMUNIST
QODS AND SERVLCﬁS PROVIDLED
0O NORTH VIETNAM 940 1,070 1,215 1,000 1,695
- 4 -

v

i
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RETIMATED COMMUNTST MILITARY AND BECONOMIC
SHETHTANCE TO HORTH VI ETHNAM
(Continued)

Million Current USS
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974

TOTAL OF ESTIMATLD COMMU- .940 1,070 1,215 1,000 1,695
NIST GOODS AND SERVICES
PROVIDED TO NORTH VIETHAM
(repeated from last page) =

LESS = NORTH VIETNAMESE EX- 50 50 30 80 125
PORTS TQ COMMUN AT
COUNTRIESL/

TOTAL i IMATED COMMU- L . ’ -
NIST AID TO NORTH VIETNAM 890 1,020 1,185 920 1,570

Yokvoawse of rounding, indivedual [igures do not always add to
the teiwle [n o thic Lalle,
b/t dat o for 10724 are preliminary.

4 N " P R ; oL 1-r"._'._,"-
LN howagh ammae i bton supplicd Lo dorth Viclnan wn 1974 aonuLL{ufud
an estimated 40 purecnt of dte omi Litary ald, our :1'(_1 La r«'lz':ycn"f‘lz ng
) C - o o , oy 14 ¥ 5 2 -
ppohable ammisibion aosks per bon are admittedly so L. J?&P(

:j':_') o, Lf our prpdee eslbimatos dare o ff by, say, 10 percaent, jf,' “::-1 ,

total valus [or ammunition alone could fluctuate by vome US ¢
million. o b
. . . LR y . der - oy
A/ e Laek of hard information on the ttems ineluded wndey OLLL{Z
- , o ‘ ; C e v - . - . 3
mi Lidary-related support! makes thevse eslimates bdQqu?.ﬂO a wider
mapgin of erver than eeists for other categorics of military ad-
sialanes Lo Neellh Vicotnam,

-

2/ 1rgy poeconomie gooda, Ll cost o of b pansporlat ion Lo .',t{.(.:[ .'f:!(.?(] L i
the oot af e oaqoods ag o show. D bhe table. (Ior military a20d8,
A ! reay - b R o K . . vy MM Ly ‘:"_:‘ T
Advldive o and packaging coslsoare inelicled under "other mililary

!

i i . 13
volatcd cuproprt, ")

L vivee fepth Viatnamese cxpovts in these years patd for gonnztaf
Nowvkti Vielwam's itmports, we hoave subtracted them to derive our
eatimaten of Comnunial aid te Nort h Vietnam,
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" TABLE L1
COMUARLSOND GEF MAaJoR CcATRGORIES OF COMMUN 157
MILIFART ATD PO NORTH VIETNAM AND US AlD
PO LOUTH VI 1-_;'1_'rml£‘_/
In Million $US and Percentages
“Communist Military US Military
Alid Delivered to North Ald So Far Ap-
Vietnam propriated to
e . South Vietnam
' CY 1974 PY 1975
cal Military Aiab/ 100 (1007) 700 (100%)
Military Bquipment and Materiel 275 ( 69%) 268 ( 38%)
Alr Defense BEquipment 55 (14%) -- (negl.)
Ground Forces Lguipment 45 (11%) -- (negl.)
Ammunition 170 (43%) 268 { 38%)
Othor 5 (13%) -- (negl.)
Military Transportation Fuguipment 25 (6%) -=- (negl.)
14 1 144
DeL1very CosTs . 20 (5%) | 74 (11%)
' S \ a7 0 (R193C
OTHER {11LITARY-RELATED SUPPORT 30 (20%) 358 (51m)¢/

(including Spare Parts, POL for
the military, Technieal Assistance
and Training, Medical Supplies,
and Miscellancous Costs)

Fop o peostors cwpdadacd D e teatt, our [igures on Jommuniat atd to
Gyt Viebwar (eore wf ohioeh aee o f C Lmates) are not readily eorn-
Vdgeihoi e with UL ard appropriatlons Jor o b Vietnam. Aluse, the dala
we have own dommunlst ol Ce keploonoaea Lendar year bacie wh ile UL atd
apprepetal Tonag e fnged to oa Fleeal Year ayele. The @buﬁu table,
Wowever, qives a vouyh (ndication of the way the two wld puckayes
Eraai out in €Y 1874 for Communist wid and FY 1976 for U4 aid.

Figures may not adid becauae of rounding.

One reacon for the wide disparity is a charyge againgt the 15 atd aceount
for administrative egxpensaes for the DAC in South Vietnam which has no

known counterpart on the Communioct side. There are ulusv other items for
whiell no counterparts on the Communist side are avatlabln, such-as off= ..
" ghore matntenance servicing oj military equipment, and cong ruatLon._ig;m
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